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The Lake Oswego 

Preservation 

Society is a 

501(c)(3) 

non-profit 

corporation 

founded in 2011.  

Our mission:

To support 

Lake Oswego’s 

historic fabric 

through advocacy 

and education.

Officers:

Marylou Colver, 

Founder and 

President

Erin O’Rourke-

Meadors, 

Treasurer

Rhonda Allen, 

Secretary

Directors:

Jon Gustafson

Scott Howard

Joan Moore

Susan Stier

Rachel Verdick

Emogene 

Waggoner
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      Historic preservation has gone to the dogs! 

In celebration of National Historic Preservation 

Month, the Board and Advisory Board 

members of the Lake Oswego Preservation 

Society “heart bombed” some of our 

community’s historic buildings and some local 

dogs even got into the act.

   The heart bombing concept originated with 

Buffalo’s Young Preservationists in 2012 and 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

endorses and promotes this activity. 

The Buffalo group showed their love of 

historic buildings by creating 

Valentines to them. The 

Preservationists then posted photos of 

the heart bombed buildings. You will 

find photos of Lake Oswego buildings 

we treasure on our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/

lakeoswegopreservationsociety/. 

We see a future in our past.

Quote of the Quarter: “What a country chooses to save is what a country chooses to say 

about itself.” — Mollie Beatie

https://www.facebook.com/lakeoswegopreservationsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/lakeoswegopreservationsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/lakeoswegopreservationsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/lakeoswegopreservationsociety/
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   How many museums have 
been the subject of a poem 
which was written by the state’s 
Poet Laureate? We know of one 
at least!
  Kim Stafford, who generously 
wrote Three Rooms in Old 
Oswego to commemorate the 
grand opening of our History 
Center & Museum last April, was 
recently named to the post of 
Oregon’s Poet Laureate. 
  The poem was hand printed by 
Andre Chaves of the Clinker 
Press and signed by both the 
poet and the printer. Framed 
copies of the poem were 
presented to the History Heroes 
whose generous donations made 
the museum possible. Signed copies of 
the poem are for sale in our gift shop. 

Three Rooms in Old Oswego  
by Kim Stafford

This home town was a mining town, frontier capital of industry, a backwater realm of sweat and 

clanking steel, where in forest mounds of charcoal great old trees smoked into fuel for smeltering 

stones dug deep from Iron Mountain.

1. There was that lamplit cave in the warren of tunnels that dragged men into the dark to 

scrabble ore that strained their tendons carrying buckets of dead weight toward light to be 

dumped into battered skips for their journey to the furnace.

2. Then the white heat of the furnace tower of basalt, a monument with a mouth that gobbled 

ore to melt rock into slag and iron flowed channels of sand to cool as pigs snapped loose 

and stacked for travel north to Seattle for water pipe, south to structure Frisco’s City Hall.

3. But at last this room, the worker’s curtain could be pulled aside by a hand with its glove of 

soot a pitcher of rain, a bowl for becoming human, clean, and then a bed for dreams of hell 

in the mountain, inferno in the tower, a folded letter from home carried in the pocket of the 

coat here hung from a peg on the wall.  

This wall, that stone tower, that tunnel into the mountain all forged our ancestors. And when the 

tunnels collapsed, the furnace fire went cold, and the worker’s cottages one by one came down, 

we were left with stories filled with frenzied beauty, heroes without names, picks prying, fires 

roaring, and the dreams of workers here, always the humming of dreams.

Oregon’s New Poet Laureate 
Commemorated Our Museum

Kim Stafford views the exhibit at the museum’s grand opening. 

Photo courtesy of Drew Nasto.
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Stay in Touch!

History Center & 
Museum

40 Wilbur Street
Lake Oswego, OR 
97034

Tuesday, Thursday, & 
first Saturday of the 
month 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Website

lakeoswego  
preservationsociety.org

Mail

PO Box 502
Marylhurst, OR 97036

Email

info@lakeoswegopreser
vationsociety.org

Telephone 

503-481-2479

Social Media

If you use social media, 
we invite you to like our 
Facebook page.

It’s a great way to show 
your support and to see 
up-to-the-minute 
announcements of our 
preservation updates 
and events.

facebook.com/
lakeoswego  
preservationsociety
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Farmer’s Market 
Discount Coupon

Valid July 7th & 28th 
  Look for a discount coupon in 
the July issue of the Lake 
Oswego Review’s LO Monthly 
magazine. It’s worth 10% off one 
of the Society’s unique history-
related gift items. Check the 
Shop page of our website to see 
our full array of merchandise.
  You may redeem the coupon at 
our Farmer’s Market booth on 
July 7th or 28th from 8:30 to 
1:30 or it’s valid at our History 
Center & Museum during the 
month of July.
  Please note that the coupon is 
not valid for our online store or at 
any of the other Lake Oswego 
locations which carry our 
merchandise. 

 
July 4th Celebrations

  The Society’s crowd-pleasing mascot, a 1958 Nash Metropolitan 
nicknamed “Smiley,” will once again participate in the City’s Star-
Spangled Fourth of July parade. The parade route down A Avenue 
begins at 10:00. You can either choose to join us in the parade or 
we’ll look for your smiling face in the crowd!
  Afterwards, we invite you to join us at the History Center & Museum 
between 1:00 to 4:00 for free cookies and lemonade! For your 
shopping pleasure, our gift shop will also be open that day. 

mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
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SEVEN YEARS OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Margaret Mead said: “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed people can change the world; 
indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” In the seven 
years since our founding, this is how the the Society 
has “changed the world” or at least our corner of it!

• Established case law with our unanimous Oregon 
Supreme Court decision which saved the 1855 
Carman House along with providing protection for 
3,200 other historic properties across the state.

• Published by the History Press, Lake Oswego 
Vignettes, written by our founder, provides an 
entertaining approach to Lake Oswego’s history and 
book sales benefit the Society.

• Collected home movies, produced, and screened the 
Reel Lake Oswego documentary for the community.

• Opened the History Center & Museum in the Iron 
Company Worker’s Cottage. The museum is in the top 
ten of Trip Advisor’s Things to Do in Lake Oswego and 
it was featured on a local TV news program.

• Created, organized, and co-sponsored with the City’s Parks & Recreation Department, Oregon’s Iron 
Jubilee, a community-wide event in celebration of our industrial roots.

A landmark legal case, a book, a film, a new museum, and a community-wide celebration—any 
one of these might have taken the better part of seven years, but we accomplished all of this in 
that time. But wait, there’s more!

• Our land use testimony, and our ingenuity, preserved five historic Lake Oswego structures in addition 
to the Carman House.

• Created an architectural treasure hunt to bring the community’s awareness to our built heritage and 
Landmark properties. 

• Held a high school essay contest to engage students in historic preservation.

• Created the Classic Houses & History Boat Tour on Oswego Lake, the first tour of its kind.

• Received the City’s Historic Preservation Merit Award for saving the Carman House.

• Built partnerships with like-minded organizations including the Lake Oswego Historic Resources 
Advisory Board, Lake Oswego Sustainability Advisory Board, Architectural Heritage Center, Restore 
Oregon, and the Willamette Falls Heritage Area Coalition.

• Created and conducted several historic Lake Oswego walking tours.

• Contributed articles on Lake Oswego’s history to the Lake Oswego Review and the City’s newsletter 
Hello LO.

• Successfully nominated the City for Restore Oregon’s 2017 DeMuro Award for their restoration of the 
iron company worker’s cottage.

• Presented local history talks to over 30 organizations and groups.

• Regularly attended the Oregon Heritage Conference both as a presenter and a participant.

• Began a Speaking of History lecture series in 2018 focused on local history.

The Society is a small organization with big accomplishments. We rely on the support of our members 
because we couldn’t have done all of this without you! If you’re not already a part of our success story, 
we welcome you to join us. Your membership will make a difference! As one of our supporters said, the 
Society “Does great work for a great city.”

History Center & Museum at 40 Wilbur Street in Lake 

Oswego’s Old Town. Photo courtesy of Susanna 


