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The Lake
Oswego
Preservation
Society is a
501 (c) (3)
non-profit
corporation
founded in
2011.

What We Do
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Our mission
is to support
Lake
Oswego’s
historic fabric
through
advocacy and
education.
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This Paul A. Lanquist Lake Oswego poster is one of
several unique items designed as fundraisers
exclusively for the Society. It features the MulderLake House on Oswego Lake designed by architect
Wade Hampton Pipes in 1927.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “What
you do speaks so loudly that I cannot hear
what you say.” Since our founding in 2011,
the Lake Oswego Preservation Society’s
actions have spoken loudly and clearly. We
have worked creatively and diligently to
build the 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization
and we strive for excellence and accuracy in
all that we do. Extensive scholarly research is
the foundation and core of all of our events
and community outreach. We are evermindful that all of our activities must directly
relate to and further the Society’s mission
of supporting Lake Oswego’s historic fabric
through advocacy and education.
The Society is also the only local non-profit
actively working on promoting the positive
triple bottom line impact -- historical,
environmental, and economic -- of building
retention. As the community works toward
greater sustainability, preservation is key. We
are working to change the mindset that
recycles bottles and cans, but throws entire
buildings into dumpsters destined for
landfills.
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The Society’s website contains information about our organization as well as a wealth of
information about Lake Oswego’s history:
lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org!

“Old ideas can sometimes use new buildings. New ideas must use old buildings.” Jane Jacobs
1

Education
The educational part of our
mission is fulfilled through a variety
of formats -- events, community
outreach, and publications. All of
the information we provide is based
on primary research, not previously
written histories. This knowledge
base insures that we are fulfilling our
role of education as accurately as
possible. Another goal is to present
this well-researched and reliable
information in innovative and
entertaining ways.

Historic Walking Tours!
LAKE

LAKE OSWEGO
HISTORIC WALKING
TOURS
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Events!
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Mary Goodall leading the Lake Oswego Junior Historical Society members on Arbor Day. Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library.

Presented by the Lake Oswego Preservation Society
www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org

Classic Houses and History Boat
Tour on Oswego Lake!

BOAT TOUR ON
OSWEGO LAKE
An annual fundraiser for the non-profit

Lake Oswego Preservation Society
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Our signature fundraising event is
a two-hour, non-stop guided boat
tour featuring over 50 historic
homes and sites on Oswego Lake.
Years of meticulous research have
gone into creating this educational
and entertaining tour. It is held
annually on the Saturday after
Labor Day. Please visit the “Events”
page of our website for additional
information.
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A variety of historic walking tours
are available including Live Where You
Play featuring homes surrounding
the Oswego Lake Country Club, the
Blockbuster walking tour of historic
commercial buildings in the
downtown core, and a tour of the
Old Town neighborhood where
Lake Oswego was founded in 1850.
Additional walking tours are
planned. Selected tours are offered
through the City’s Parks and
Recreation Department.
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Architectural Treasure Hunt!

Lake Oswego

Architectural Treasure Hunt

Presented by the Lake Oswego Preservation Society; Photographs by Scott Withers
Funded by a Clackamas County Community Partnership Program Grant

The Society was awarded a $5,000
Clackamas County 2013/2014
Community Partnership Program
Grant to create a treasure hunt of
historic commercial buildings in
Lake Grove and the downtown core.
Photographs of architectural details
serve as clues and participants can
combine the treasure hunt with
dining and shopping. This is a
unique way to bring attention to the
architectural treasures in our city
while also promoting heritage
tourism and economic development.
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Historic Preservation High
School Essay Contest!
LAKE

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

Preservation Society

HIGH SCHOOL

ESSAY CONTEST

Rogers Building at the corner of State Street and A Avenue.designed by Charles W. Ertz in 1928. Photo courtesy of Raymond S. Smith, A.I.A.

Scholarships generously funded by:

!

Please visit the Essay Contest page at:
www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org for an entry form
and contest guidelines. Due date is May 15, 2013. Scholarships awarded for the three best essays: $500, $250, $125

This annual event challenges
students to consider and write about
why preserving buildings matters to
the community. Students may
choose any building older than 50
years as the subject of their essay as
long as the building is not listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places. Scholarships are awarded for
the top three submissions.
Prominent community members
make up the panel of judges. Please
visit the “Essay Contest” page of our
website for more information.
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Community Outreach!

SPEAKING

OF HISTORY

Local History Talks
LAKE

SWEGO

Preservation Society
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library.

We proactively seek opportunities to promote Lake Oswego’s history through
presentations to groups and organizations on a variety of local history topics.
For a list of talks, please visit the “Speakers” page of our website. We also
participate in the Lake Oswego Farmer’s Market and the annual Sixpence
Antique Fair plus we enter the Society’s mascot, a 1958 Nash Metropolitan,
in the City’s annual Star Spangled 4th of July parade.
The Society is also very focused on building partnerships with other
organizations within the community and beyond. Our events provide
opportunities to work with the commercial sector, other non-profits, and
governmental agencies for our mutual benefit -- together we can make an
even greater difference and give back to our community!
We also support other organizations by memberships and contributions;
please see the “Affiliations” page of our website for a list of the organizations
we support.
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Publications!
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Lake Oswego Vignettes: Illiterate Cows to College-Educated Cabbage, written by our
president, Marylou Colver, was published in 2012 by The History Press of
Charleston, South Carolina. This book fulfills the Society’s twofold goal of being
accurate and entertaining. The Society is also a frequent contributor to the City of
Lake Oswego’s newsletter, Hello LO, including creating a number of four-page inserts
for National Historic Preservation month. A 2013 insert was entitled, Cow Tales: A
Light-Hearted History of Lake Oswego. For a link to this and other articles, please visit the
“In The News” page of our website. The “Online Articles” page also has a link to
articles contributed by the Society to the online Oregon Encyclopedia project. The
“Newsletter” page provides links to all of our quarterly newsletters. The Society’s
website also contains a substantive amount of continually updated information.
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Upcoming Events!
LAKE

SWEGO

Preservation Society

DRINK

IN HISTORY

PUB LECTURE
SERIES
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library.
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Watch for these new events and
more!
The History Pub lecture series will
be held in an historic building. Food
and beverages will be available during
these educational and entertaining
talks.
See Lake Oswego as it once was!
The vintage film festival will feature
footage of Oswego from the1920s to
the 1960s.
These are just a few of the new
community events we have planned.
Our goal is to make Lake Oswego’s
history fascinating and fun!

LAKE

SWEGO

Preservation Society

VINTAGE

FILM FESTIVAL
Sharon Spencer waterskiing on Oswego Lake in 1958.
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library.

February 8, 2014 7:00 PM

See Oswego in film footage from the 1920s to the

Lake Twin Cinema

1960s! For tickets and more information, please visit

106 N. State Street

the Film Festival page at:

Tickets $12

www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
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Stay in Touch!
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!
Website:
!

lakeoswegopreservat
ionsociety.org

!
Mail:
!

PO Box 502
Marylhurst, OR
97036

Advocacy and Funding
Advocacy!
Advocacy is a significant, albeit challenging, part of our mission. The Society is the only
local non-profit advocating on behalf of landmark properties when they are threatened.
We recognize that the decision to alter or demolish an historic structure is made only
once and our built environment is forever altered by this choice. The foundation of
knowledge that we have built and continue to build supports this role. We testify at public
hearings and write letters to the editor. We also proactively seek to participate in planning
code changes and city policy making whenever possible. Please visit the “Advocacy” and
“Endangered” pages of our website for more information.
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Funding!

!
Email:
!
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Telephone:
!
503.481.2479
!
Social Media:
!

!

4lohistory@lakeosw
egopreservationsoci
ety.org

If you use social
media, please
“Like” the Lake
Oswego
Preservation
Society’s Facebook
page

!
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facebook.com/
lakeoswegopreservat
ionsociety
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Our funding is derived from events, memberships, grants, product sales, and donations.

Events!
The Society’s largest fundraiser is the annual “Classic Houses and History Boat Tour on
Oswego Lake” held the first Saturday after Labor Day. This two-hour, non-stop guided
cruise features over 50 historic homes and sites. We also derive revenue from historic
walking tours and other activities described on our “Events” page.

Memberships!
We have an active and growing membership base, including several lifetime members.
Annual dues contribute a significant portion of our funding. Please visit our
“Membership” page for a list of members and additional information.
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Grants!
The Society pursues grant opportunities to allow us to create special projects. The
“Architectural Treasure Hunt,” previously described, is one example of a grant-funded
activity.
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Product Sales!
Funding also derives from sales of unique merchandise created by the Society which
includes Paul A. Lanquist designed Lake Oswego posters, greetings from Lake Oswego
postcards, Live Where You Play notecards, Lake Oswego Vignettes, a retro Lake Oswego novelty
apron and pillow cover, and other products listed on the “Shop” page of our website.
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Donations!
Donations are always welcome and the Society is proud to be an Oregon Cultural Trust
partner. Please visit the “Donate” page of our website for more information.

How We Use Funds!
We pride ourselves on spending wisely and in support of our mission. We fund
continuing education -- conferences, lectures, workshops -- for our board members and
we support like-minded organizations through memberships and donations. We also
cover costs associated with our activities as well as paying for bookkeeping services,
insurance coverage for educational events and for directors and officers, and attorney fees
as needed for land use advocacy.

