IT HAPPENED IN 1867
Shipping Iron Around the Horn
On August 24, 1867, the first pig iron manufactured on the
Pacific Coast was cast in Oswego, Oregon. This was an historic
event because prior to this date all iron on the remote and
underdeveloped West Coast was shipped around the Horn in
a hazardous 17,000-mile voyage that took four to five months.
Imported products, like pig iron, were sold for up to ten times
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what they cost in the East. In 1864 Oregon foundries paid nearly
$20,000 in duties on imported iron.
The discovery of iron near Oswego in 1861 excited hopes that
Oregon could supply most of the demand for iron on the West
Coast. In addition to deposits of iron ore, Oswego was blessed
with abundant timber for fuel, transportation on the Willamette
River, and waterpower from Sucker Lake (now Oswego Lake).
Less than two weeks after the furnace was tapped, fifty tons of pig
iron was on its way to San Francisco.

Pioneer of the Pacific

Above: Detail from a sailing card of the clipper ship Hornet, c. 1855. G. F. Nesbitt &
Co., printer. Westward by Sea: A Maritime Perspective on American Expansion, 1820-1890.
Wikimedia Commons/Public Domain.

The importance of the iron industry was recognized in newspaper
articles and in the iconic images of the new furnace taken by San
Francisco photographer Carleton E. Watkins. The Portland Weekly
Herald wrote this “opens to Oregon a new source of commerce
and material wealth which can scarcely be over-estimated – vastly
more beneficial and endurable in its results to the State than a
mine of precious metals.” The San Francisco Bulletin hailed the
establishment of a smelting furnace in Oswego as “one of the most
important and useful enterprises…on the Pacific Coast.”

Below: Detail from 1852 Township map No. 2 South, Range No. 1 East, Willamette
Meridian, Oregon. City of Lake Oswego, Online Map Center.
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