
1

You’re invited! The Society will welcome the community to the grand 
opening of our History Center & Museum on Saturday April 8, 2017 from
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
Oregon’s newest, and possibly 
smallest museum, is housed 
in the 700 square foot City-
owned Iron Company 
Worker’s Cottage. It’s located 
at 40 Wilbur Street in the Old 
Town Neighborhood. The 
building has two historic 
designations: National 
Register of Historic Places 
and City of Lake Oswego 
Landmark. 

This year marks the 150th

anniversary of the first iron 
manufactured on the West 
Coast. The museum’s inaugural exhibit entitled Oregon’s Iron Jubilee 1867–
2017: Celebrating the First Iron Furnace on the Pacific Coast is curated by 
historian Susanna Campbell Kuo and designed by Corinna Campbell-Sack. 
Displays will include City-owned artifacts, which have never before been on 
public display, as well as items from the Society’s collection. One lucky visitor 
who correctly guesses the weight of pig iron on display will win a $100 shopping 
spree in the museum gift shop. 

Prior to 1867 all of the iron on the West Coast travelled a hazardous 
17,000-mile voyage around Cape Horn. August 24, 1867 was a day for rejoicing 
when the first iron was cast at Oswego and the dream of freeing the West 
Coast from expensive, imported iron started to become a reality. One little 
known fact is that the majority of Portland’s cast-iron fronted buildings, the 
second largest collection in the country, were made of Oswego iron. 

Admission is free and after visiting the museum, visitors can also see the 
nearby iron furnace in George Rogers Park, the only 19th century blast furnace 
remaining west of the Rocky Mountains, as well as the other five sites on the 
Oswego Iron Heritage Trail.

The Lake Oswego 
Preservation 
Society is a 
501(c)(3) 
non-profit 
corporation 
founded in 2011.  

Our mission: 

To support 
Lake Oswego’s 
historic fabric 
through advocacy 
and education. 

Officers: 

Marylou Colver, 
Founder and 
President 

Pat Snider, 
Secretary 

Rhonda Allen, 
Treasurer 

Directors:

Scott Howard 
Bonnie Kroft 
Larry Snyder
Rachel Verdick
Emogene 
Waggoner
Jack Walsdorf 
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Quote of the Quarter: “The historical and cultural foundations of the Nation should be preserved as a living part of 
our community life and development in order to give a sense of orientation to the American people.”

— Preamble to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

We see a future in our past.
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The Society’s website hosts a 
wealth of information about Lake 
Oswego’s history, including a page 
devoted to Oswego’s iron industry, 
which may be found in the 
Education dropdown menu.

Numerous links provide the 
opportunity to drill down for more 
information. You can also step 
back in time by reading the Oregon 
Iron Chronicles, newspaper 
accounts of the iron industry, and 
its aftermath, from 1860 to 1930 
compiled by Susanna Campbell 
Kuo. 
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As the City’s website states, “The Oswego Iron Heritage Trail is a tour route that guides 
walkers along existing streets and pathways to seven sites associated with Oregon’s pioneer 
iron industry. The first iron furnace on the Pacific Coast was built in Oswego in 1866. Today it 
is the only surviving historic furnace west of the Rocky Mountains.

The Trail offers a different way of looking at the landscape, through the eyes of those who 
mined its ore, cut its timber, and harnessed its waterpower for the purpose of smelting 
iron. Colorful interpretive signs at each site give a glimpse of mining and iron making in 
nineteenth century Oswego. The signs were researched, written and designed by Lake 
Oswego residents Susanna Campbell Kuo and Corinna Campbell-Sack. A map at each site 
shows the trail route.” Additional information may be found at: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/
parksrec/oswego-iron-heritage-trail and free trail brochures are available at the History Center 
& Museum.

Oswego Iron Heritage Trail

Iron Industry History Online
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Prosser Mine Site

Charcoal Pit Site

Pipe Foundry Site

1888 Iron Furnace Site

Worker’s Cottage

1866 Iron Furnace 

Oswego Pioneer Cemetery
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SCALE 

Color lithograph from the West Shore, November 2, 1889.       
Courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library.

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/parksrec/oswego-iron-heritage-trail
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/parksrec/oswego-iron-heritage-trail
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/parksrec/oswego-iron-heritage-trail
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/parksrec/oswego-iron-heritage-trail
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Stay in Touch! 

Website 

lakeoswego!
preservationsociety 
.org 

Mail 

PO Box 502 
Marylhurst, OR 97036 

Email 

4lohistory@lakeoswego
preservationsociety.org 

Telephone  

503-481-2479 

Social Media 

If you use social media, 
we invite you to like the 
Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society’s 
Facebook page. 

It’s a great way to show 
your support and to 
see up-to-the-minute 
announcements of our 
preservation updates 
and events. 

facebook.com/
lakeoswego!
preservationsociety 
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 Volunteer Opportunities 
“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise
in democracy. You vote in elections

once a year, but when you volunteer,
you vote every day about the kind of 

community you want to live in.”
— Author Unknown

The Society is an all-volunteer 
organization and this includes staffing the 
History Center & Museum. Scheduled open 
hours are 1:00 to 4:00 pm every Tuesday 
and Thursday and the first Saturday of 
each month. 

An pdf copy of the extensive volunteer 
handbook will be provided to each 
volunteer as well as on-site training as 
needed. 

If your schedule and your interests 
would allow you to volunteer for a three-
hour shift, please contact the Society. Your 
help will be invaluable and greatly 
appreciated!

An Oregon Iron Company 
payroll dated May 1867 from 
the Society’s collection. 

This Iron & Steel Company scrip was good for one dollar in the 
company store in 1887 back when Oswego was a company town. The 
Society will give away one scrip to every person who signs the museum 
guest book. It’s good for one dollar in our museum gift shop—one per 
purchase; one per person. It cannot be combined with the 10% member 
discount. 

The scrip may be used towards any of our unique Lake Oswego history 
related merchandise. This offer is not good online or at any other retail outlet 

carrying the Society’s 
merchandise. All purchases 
directly support the non-profit 
and further our mission.

Scrip image courtesy of the Lake Oswego
Public Library.  

Good for One Dollar! 

mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
mailto:4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
http://facebook.com/lakeoswego
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President’s Message: 
This Place Matters

As an organization focused on saving threatened landmarks, the Society is fortunate to have a 
home in a beautifully preserved landmark building. It’s also a building that’s key to Lake Oswego’s 
founding industry—the last remaining Iron Company Worker’s Cottage in Oregon. This modest, 
vernacular-style building is a City of Lake Oswego Landmark and it is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. This 1880s structure, an amazing 
survivor, speaks eloquently of Oswego’s iron era 
pioneers. The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s rallying slogan “This Place Matters” 
couldn’t be more appropriate. 

The uneven, original floors, the lack of closets, 
and the challenge of creating a public exhibit and 
lecture space in one of the smallest museums in 
Oregon has been both daunting and exhilarating.

As times goes by I hope that the next generation 
inspires individuals with a passion for historic 
preservation. Given all of the demands on our time, 
interests, and money, I hope there are
victories for those of us who believe that historic 
buildings matter and that all lives are enriched by
their existence. 

We look forward to energizing the Iron 
Company Worker’s Cottage with rotating local history 
exhibits as well as sponsoring lectures, school visits, 
events, walking tours, and more. Most of all we look 
forward to welcoming you to your new museum!    
                   — Marylou Colver, Founder & President

A capital from the 1883 Smith & Watson building which 
once stood in downtown Portland. This City-owned artifact 
will be on display as part of the museum’s inaugural exhibit. 
Photo courtesy of Susanna Campbell Kuo.

The Society gratefully acknowledges the donors 
whose generosity helped create the History Center & 
Museum for our community; each contributed $1,000 or 
more.

As of press time they are: John & Diane Bradshaw; 
Jack Walsdorf; Stephen & Nancy Dudley; Jim Mendenhall; 
Gerald Morgan in memory of Phil & Peg Morgan; Nancy, 
Susan, & Mary Jane Headlee; Leon Drennan in memory 
of Leon Bullier, Consuelo Bullier, & Margot B. Dewart; 
Aase Maja Besson; Francine & Joe Smith; Ellyn Bye; 
Erin O’Rourke-Meadors & Gregory Meadors in memory 
of Florenceann O’Rourke; Bonnie Allen & Quinn Walsdorf; 
Kasey & Steve Holwerda; Frank Kuo in memory of 
C. Herald & Virginia Campbell; and J.J. Walsdorf in honor 
of Emily & Alison Walsdorf. 

A permanent plaque prominently displayed in the 
museum will honor these donors. It’s not too late to 
become a hero by donating $1,000 or more. No capes or 
phone booths required!

History Hero Campaign

The poet, Kim Stafford, and the printer, Andre Chaves, 
collaborate on the commemorative History Hero 
keepsake which will be presented to the $1,000 
donors. It will also be for sale in the museum gift shop. 




