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The Society is looking for a few good History Heroes. A donation of $1,000 or
more will transform you into a hero—no phone booth required!
We have launched this
campaign because the Society
will be leasing the historic
1880s Iron Worker’s Cottage at
40 Wilbur Street from the City
of Lake Oswego.
Our goal is to transform this
700 square foot space into an
active History Center and
Museum. Your generous
donation will help us realize
this goal.
We plan to attract out-of-state
visitors, as well as local
residents and groups of Lake
Oswego school children, to the
last remaining iron worker’s
cottage west of the Rocky Mountains.
The cottage is one of the seven sites of the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail. It’s
also the only property in Lake Oswego that’s listed on the National Register of
Historic Places and the City’s Landmark Designation List that is open to the
public. We are honored to be the stewards of the last remaining vestige of
Lake Oswego’s iron-era residential history.
Our inaugural exhibit will be on the iron industry, which transformed the town,
and it will be followed by rotating exhibits. The Society’s track record of
community outreach speaks for itself. Since our inception five years ago, we
have promoted Lake Oswego’s history in many unique and innovative ways—
through a book, a film, essay contests, lectures, boat tours, newspaper articles,
City newsletters, our website, walking tours, and history-related gift items. Now
we’ll have the opportunity to add museum exhibits to our outreach.
You can make a difference in our community by contributing to this campaign.
In return you will be recognized on a permanent plaque in the museum, you will
receive an invitation to our VIP opening reception, and you will be presented
with a special keepsake of the occasion. We hope you’ll be our hero!

We see a future in our past.
Quote of the Quarter: “What a country chooses to save is what a country chooses to say about itself.”
— Mollie Beattie
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New Gift Item!
The Society commissioned Lake Oswego artist Mary Ann
Kunkel to create original artwork based on a 1947 image of the
Morris swim park sign in the Society’s collection. The 12.5” x 16”
retro, distressed metal sign will be available mid-January.
The “Bathing Suits Banned” chapter from the book Lake
Oswego Vignettes provides the following historical background:
For over half a century, a concession operated from 1904 to
1957 on the southeast end of the lake. The Nelson family was
the first proprietor and they began by renting boats. As the lake
grew in popularity, they added tent cottage rentals, an ice cream
and candy stand, and other amenities. Around 1908 the Dyer
family also operated a boating concession at the east end of the
lake. By the 1920s so many visitors on Sunday outings strolled
the town in bathing suits that City Councilors banned the
practice. Kenneth Davidson recalled that the Oswego Marshal
“gave tomatoes to boys who threw them at people parading in
swim suits.”
From 1924 to 1937 the concession was operated as
McMillan’s Resort and lastly as Morris’ Lake Oswego Swim
Resort. In 1957 City staff signed a $200,000 option to buy the
property. City councilors opted not to pursue funding and the
Bay Roc apartment complex eventually supplanted the hopes
for a public park on the lake.

Our Lake Oswego history-inspired gifts are created exclusively
by the Society. Plus, your gift gives back. Every purchase you
make benefits our non-profit.

The artist’s rendering of the Morris swim resort sign
is based on a 1947 color slide in the Society’s
collection.

Architectural Heritage Center
Book Signing
Society president and author Marylou Colver was invited to participate in the the Architectural Heritage Center’s annual holiday open
house book signing on December 2nd. Marylou joined nine other local
history authors at the celebration.
Lake Oswego Vignettes: Illiterate Cows to College-Educated
Cabbage was published by the History Press in 2012. Marylou’s
unorthodox approach of relating small glimpses of Lake Oswego’s
entertaining history makes for a fascinating read and a fresh departure
from a strictly chronological approach to history. Research contributed
by advisory board member Erin O’Rourke-Meadors helped to make
this book as historically accurate as possible.
Many open house attendees were pleased to add this volume, as
well as other signed works of local authors, to their bookshelf. Copies
of Lake Oswego Vignettes, signed by the author, are available from
the Society for $19.99.
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The Morgan Award was
established, by one of our
lifetime members, Gerald
Morgan, as a way for the Society
to recognize individuals who
have made a significant
contribution to our mission.
The Society awarded this honor
to John McCulloch, founder and
president of McCulloch
Construction.
John purchased the stunning
Emma Austin House, Lake
Oswego's most beautiful Arts
and Crafts residence, to save it
from demolition for
redevelopment. He plans to
restore and protect this property
so it will be a part of our
community for at least another
hundred years. Thank you, John!

Marylou Colver presenting the Morgan
Award to John McCulloch.

Social Media
If you use social media,
we invite you to like the
Lake Oswego
Preservation Society’s
Facebook page.
It’s a great way to show
your support and to
see up-to-the-minute
announcements of our
preservation updates
and events.

facebook.com/
lakeoswego!
preservationsociety
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Oral History Project
In the early 1970s, local
historian Theresa Truchot and
librarian Steve Turner
spearheaded an oral history
project. It was published by the
Lake Oswego Public Library in
1976 with the title In Their Own
Words and it was reissued in
2013.
The Society is fully supportive
of the library’s recent efforts to
capture oral histories. We
recognize that these interviews
are an important resource for
future historians. As such,
president Marylou Colver was
honored to be invited to be
interviewed for this project.
It’s time for the next
generation to record their
memories. To sign up to be
interviewed or for more
information, please contact the
Lake Oswego Public Library.

A 1973 photo of Theresa Truchot and Steve
Turner working on the oral history project.
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public
Library.
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Partners in Preservation
The Society is very proud of the partnerships we have built with
like-minded organizations. By working together we have achieved
so much more than we ever could have done by working alone.
The statewide preservation organization, Restore Oregon, and the
Portland-area Architectural Heritage Center were two of the
10 organizations who, as Friends of the Court, supported our legal
case, Lake Oswego Preservation Society v. City of Lake Oswego.
The Society was proud to be honored by these two organizations for
our unanimous Oregon Supreme Court victory which saved both the
Carman House and 3,200 other historic properties statewide.
At Restore Oregon’s annual “Restoration Celebration” executive
director Peggy Moretti lead off her remarks to the hundreds of
attendees by referring to this case as a landmark win for
preservation. Co-petitioners, Marylou Colver and Erin O’RourkeMeadors, attended as guests of Restore Oregon.
At their annual “Riches of a City” auction and dinner, Fred Leeson,
Bosco-Milligan Foundation/ Architectural Heritage Center board
president, also publicly recognized the Society for leading, to victory,
the first historic preservation issue ever to be decided by the Oregon
Supreme Court. Several Society board members attended as guests
of AHC and Society board member, Pam Hayden.

Busy Person’s Postcard!
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We have just the postcard for
you! The Busy Person’s Lake
Oswego Correspondence Card
gives the sender the option of
checking off desired items.
One can simply indicate that
the people are “full of pep,” the
weather is “delightful,” and that
the place is “fine and dandy.”
The Society’s newest addition
to our popular line of Lake
Oswego postcards is based on
a vintage card in our collection.
This is the seventh postcard in
our unique series.
Busy Person's Postcard.indd 1
12/1/16 12:29 PM
The postcard features a wooden boat pulling three people aquaplaning, a precursor to water skiing.
Postcards are printed on linen-finish card stock and are available for $1.00 each at the Lake Oswego
City Hall store or directly from the Society.
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