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opinion in the case of Lake Oswego Preservation Society v. City of Lake
Oswego. They ruled that only the original owner at the time of the historic
designation has the right to object to it. Subsequent owners, i.e., those who
knowingly acquire a historic property, cannot opt out of the designation. This
was the first time the Oregon Supreme
Court heard an historic preservation
case.
The high court ruling clarified a state
law that has been on the books since
1995, ORS 197.772, commonly known
as the "owner consent law." Oregon is
the only state in the union that has
such a law.
This ruling not only protects the
oldest house in Lake Oswego, the
1855 Carman House, as well as 3,200
other historic resources across
Oregon, but it also upholds Statewide
Planning Goal 5, which mandates
historic preservation.
The Lake Oswego Preservation
Society worked for five years to save
the Carman House. We wouldn't have
achieved this victory without donors to
our legal defense fund, our legal
representative, Jeff Kleinman, and pro
bono attorney Daniel Kearns, our
The Carman House. Photo courtesy of the
partner in preservation, Restore
Lake Oswego Public Library.
Oregon, and the ten organizations and
municipalities who supported our case
as Friends of the Court.
The Society is not only preserving history — we’ve made history!

We see a future in our past.
Quote of the Quarter: “We are only trustees for those who come after us.”— William Morris
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Future History Center and Museum
The City’s historic Iron Worker’s Cottage will soon be the home of the Society’s History
Center and Museum. We look forward to opening the doors of this 700-square foot
cottage, one of the seven stops on the City’s Oswego Iron Heritage Trail, to the
community. The cottage is the last,
intact residential structure dating from
Oswego’s formative iron era.
The multi-year process of reaching
this point involved convening a Future
Uses Committee to determine the best
use for the cottage, approval of the
recommended use by City Council, the
issuance of an RFP for parties
interested in occupying and operating
this public facility, the selection of a
tenant and negotiation of a lease
agreement, the approval of a
conditional use permit by the
Development Review Commission,and
the approval of the lease by the Lake
Oswego City Council. These
milestones have cleared the way for the Society to become the tenant.
The last remaining tasks involve grounds improvements, including adding a sidewalk on
Wilbur Street, replacing fencing, building an ADA-compliant pathway, and constructing
parking spaces at the rear of the property. Archaeological monitoring needs to occur for
any earth disturbance caused by this activity. The move-in date is dependent on any
archaeological discoveries, but is anticipated to be November 1, 2016. The Society will
look forward to holding a grand opening in late 2016 or early 2017. Appropriately, the first
of our rotating exhibits will focus on the iron industry. It will include City-owned iron
artifacts that have never before been on public display. All of the restoration work has
been paid from tourism funds generated by the Clackamas County hotel-motel tax and by
grants.

Advocate. Educate.Then Celebrate!
The board and the advisory board members gather each
summer to celebrate their work of advocating for the City’s
designated landmarks and educating the community about
Lake Oswego’s unique history. The annual board appreciation
party is held at the historic Headrick House owned by our
president. Many thanks to board member Rhonda Allen for her
invaluable help with this event.
Each year a special guest is invited to join us. This year the
guest of honor was John McCulloch of Mcculloch Construction.
John has saved several of Portland’s noteworthy historic
homes, including the Markham House. He also purchased
Lake Oswego’s most iconic Arts & Crafts bungalow, the Emma
Austin House, to save it from demolition.
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Stay in Touch!
Website
lakeoswego!
preservationsociety
.org
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Farmer’s Market
The Society is focused on ways we can reach out to our community. For
years, we have participated in the Lake Oswego Farmer’s Market. It’s a
great way to connect with residents, to promote our mission, and to offer
our unique Lake Oswego history-related gift items for sale.

PO Box 502
Marylhurst, OR 97036

Email
4lohistory@lakeoswego
preservationsociety.org

Telephone
503-481-2479

Social Media
If you use social media,
we invite you to like the
Lake Oswego
Preservation Society’s
Facebook page.
It’s a great way to show
your support and to
see up-to-the-minute
announcements of our
preservation updates
and events.

facebook.com/
lakeoswego!
preservationsociety
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Community Outreach

The City provides booth space twice a year to non-profits. The Society
had a booth at two markets in July and now we look forward to next year!

4th of July Parade
Once again, Smiley, the
Society’s official mascot,
brought smiles to the faces
of those lining A Avenue for
the City’s Star Spangled 4th
of July parade.
Smiley — an adorable
(we’re biased), two-tone,
1958 Nash Metropolitan —
has participated in every
July 4th parade since the
Society’s founding in 2011.
A cast of thousands, or so
it seemed, lined the streets
for this crowd-pleasing
event!

Smiley on parade in 2016! Photo courtesy of
Kathleen Fox Wiens.
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Classic Houses & History
Boat Tour on Oswego Lake
It was clear sailing for our fifth annual Classic
Houses & History Boat Tour held on Saturday,
September 10th. A beautifully restored, vintage Chris
Craft named “Mike” joined six other boats carrying 50
passengers on each of the two outings.
The boats set forth from Lakewood Bay on the twohour tour of 50 historic homes and sites on the
shores of Oswego Lake. Years of research went into
creating this unique and informative tour.
Many thanks are owed to our generous event
sponsors: Nicoletta’s Table and Marketplace, Steve
Kaer Property Group, Phil Chek & Associates,
HomeStreet Bank, and MCM Construction.
This event is entirely staffed by volunteers; it would
not have been possible without our boat drivers, tour
guides, and shore crew who donated their time and
energy.
The tour is our non-profit’s largest fundraiser and
100 percent of the proceeds are dedicated to our
mission: To support Lake Oswego’s historic fabric
through advocacy and education.

Mike, a vintage Chris Craft, on tour. Photo
courtesy of Susanna Kuo.

Fun Facts About Oswego Lake
The Society has researched and compiled a great deal of information about Oswego Lake. These
facts, and much more, are a sampling of what passengers learn on the Classic Houses & History
Boat Tour.
1. Oswego Lake was created 18,000 to 15,000 years ago by the Ice Age Floods; it is not man-made.
2. A quarry, now located in the Lakewood neighborhood, supplied basalt for Oswego’s first iron
furnace; construction of this furnace began in 1866.
3. Development on the lake dates back to 1912, more than a decade before 1923 when the Ladd
Estate Company became involved in marketing Oswego real estate.
4. Sucker Lake, the original name for Oswego Lake, was named after a type of fish found in the lake
waters. The name was officially changed in 1913.
5. A 1914 Southern Pacific Red Electric train stop gave the Lake Grove area its name.
6. In the 1920s, an Olympic diving medal winner, Louis Balbach, lived on Lake Front Road.
7. There is a bathhouse on Oswego Lake, known as the “pig house.” It was modeled after the brick
house in the 1932 Walt Disney cartoon,The Three Little Pigs.
8. Pontoon planes were once allowed to land on the lake. A beacon, which was a guide for
airplanes, still remains atop the Jantzen Island boathouse.
9. In the 1930s, heiress Mary S. Young created a beach on her Twin Points property with sand
brought from Gearhart on the Oregon coast. Rumors that the sand was imported from Hawaii
were unfounded.
10. Diamond Head, a promontory on Oswego Lake, was named and subdivided in 1948.
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