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   The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s This Place Matters 
campaign is about telling the stories 
of places we can’t live without. As 
the Trust explains “Everyone has 
places that are important to them. 
Places they care about. Places that 
matter. This Place Matters is a 
national campaign that encourages 
people to celebrate the places that 
are meaningful to them and to their 
communities.”
   A sense of place isn’t created by 
one individual; it is an aggregate 
contribution. We connect 
architecture, streetscapes, and 
landscapes with personal memories 
and town events, which makes our 
lives richer and creates a legacy for 
future generations.
   The Society joined in the National 
Historic Preservation Month 
celebration in May by:  
 1. Attending, as well as 
presenting at, the Oregon Heritage 
Conference in Salem. 
 2. Contributing a local history 
insert for the City’s newsletter Hello 
LO. It was the fifth insert the Society has researched and written. 
 3. Offering, in partnership with the City of Lake Oswego, two free screenings 
of the Reel Lake Oswego, a film we created from home movies and Oregon 
Historical Society footage spanning the 1920s through the 1960s. 

The Lake Oswego 
Preservation 
Society is a  
501(c)(3)  
non-profit 
corporation 
founded in 2011.   

Our mission: 

To support  
Lake Oswego’s 
historic fabric 
through advocacy 
and education. 

Officers: 

Marylou Colver, 
Founder and 
President 

Pat Snider, 
Secretary 

Rhonda Allen, 
Treasurer 

Directors: 

Pam Hayden 
Scott Howard 
Bonnie Kroft 
Larry Snyder 
Rachel Verdick 
Emogene 
Waggoner 
Jack Walsdorf 
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Quote of the Quarter: “Preservationists are the only people in the world who are invariably confirmed in 
their wisdom after the fact.”   — John Kenneth Galbraith

We see a future in our past.

This Place Matters is a campaign launched by 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
The cast iron facade of  the Ladd and Bush 
Bank in Salem was made from Oswego iron. 
Left to right: Susanna Kuo, Society Advisory 
Board; Marylou Colver, Society Founder and 
President; Rachael Verdick, Society Board of  
Directors; Sarah Munro, Director Hoover-
Minthorn House. Photo courtesy of  Denyse 
McGriff.
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   The Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society 
created a three and a 
half minute YouTube 
video entitled Lake 
Oswego demolitions: 
http://tinyurl.com/
zmgt3ah  
   It is an elegy to the 
built heritage we have 
lost and a call to action 
to save the best of what 
remains.
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   The 1883 Carter House is a 
designated City of Lake Oswego 
Landmark. This well-preserved 
home, located at 17901 Stafford 
Road, is currently on the market. It 
sits on the corner of Overlook Drive, 
which was once named Carter Road 
in honor of the pioneer family. The 
Society is proactively seeking a new 
owner for this property who will 
honor and preserve it.
   Susanna Kuo, one of our advisory 
board members, found information 
on the Carter House and family in 
Lucien Davidson’s diary. “The 
Carters apparently moved to the 
Stafford Road property around 
1882-1883 after their second son, Frank, died on April 24, 1881. The Davidsons lived just 
down the road from the Carters. Over the next 9 or 10 years, Samuel and Lydia Carter 
and Lucien and Clara Davidson became quite close. The diary shows that they frequently 
helped each other with farming activities (ploughing, planting, harvesting, and hauling 
produce to Portland). They also paid Sunday visits to each other and their sons Melvin 
Carter and Edgar and Frank Davidson often shared farm work.”

Lake Oswego Demolitions

Carter House

NEW IDEAS MUST USE

OLD BUILDINGS." 

" O L D  I D E A S  C A N  S O M E T I M E S  U S E

N E W  B U I L D I N G S .

JANE JACOBS

The 1883 Carter House.  
Photo courtesy of  Marylou Colver.

Advocacy Corner

http://tinyurl.com/zmgt3ah
http://tinyurl.com/zmgt3ah
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The 2016 Oregon Heritage 
Conference was held in Salem in 
May. Our president, Marylou 
Colver, and our legal 
representative, Daniel Kearns of 
Reeves & Kearns, were invited to 
participate in a panel discussion 
entitled Local Historic Preservation 
Advocacy and Oregon’s Land Use 
Law. 
   Our topic was the Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society v. City of 
Lake Oswego case pending before 
the Oregon Supreme Court. About 
50 people attended this session to 
learn more about one of the most 
important historic preservation 
cases in Oregon’s history. 

Stay in Touch! 

Website 

lakeoswego 
preservationsociety 
.org 

Mail 

PO Box 502 
Marylhurst, OR 97036 

Email 

4lohistory@lakeoswego
preservationsociety.org 

Telephone  

503-481-2479 

Social Media 

If you use social media, 
we invite you to like the 
Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society’s 
Facebook page. 

It’s a great way to show 
your support and to 
see up-to-the-minute 
announcements of our 
preservation updates 
and events. 

facebook.com/
lakeoswego 
preservationsociety 
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 Community Outreach

Oregon Heritage Conference panel discussion.: 
Marylou Colver (l) and Dan Kearns (r). 
Photo courtesy of  Susanna Kuo.

The Society is proud of Lake 
Oswego’s unique history and built 
heritage. We delight in researching 
and sharing our knowledge and 
enthusiasm, which is our way of 
giving back to the community. 

1. We are the only local 
organization leading historic 
walking tours. These well-
researched and informative tours 
are offered at no charge.

2. We’ve presented a variety of 
talks to over 30 groups and 
organizations at no charge. The 
Society is the only Lake Oswego 
organization offering a local history 
speaker’s bureau. 

3. We created the film 
documentary, the Reel Lake 

Oswego, from home movies spanning the 1920s through the 1960s and 
screened it, for the community, again at no charge.

4. We look forward to welcoming you to our new History Center and 
Museum opening later this year. It will be housed in the City of Lake 
Oswego’s historic Iron Worker’s Cottage located at 40 Wilbur Street in the 
Old Town Neighborhood where Oswego began in 1850. Of course, 
admission will be free!

 

LAKE SWEGO

Preservation Society

Mary Goodall leading the Lake Oswego Junior Historical Society members on Arbor Day. Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library. 

LAKE OSWEGO  
HISTORIC WALKING    
TOURS
Presented by the Lake Oswego Preservation Society 

www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org 

Carman House
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   “Just sit right back and you’ll hear a tale” of 
50 homes and historic sites on Oswego Lake! 
Our fifth annual Classic Houses & History Boat 
Tour is slated for Saturday, September 10th. 
There is one tour at 9:00 am and another at 
1:00 pm. 
   This guided, non-stop tour travels the entire 
main lake and Lakewood Bay and takes 
approximately two hours. In previous years, 
guests have ranged from those who came from 
out-of-state for the tour to those who have lived 
their entire lives in Lake Oswego. Everyone 
joins in the fun and learns something new!
   Light refreshments will again be catered by 
Nicoletta’s Table. Many thanks to Shari and Al Newman for their continued, generous support of the 
Society and this event.
   Also, thanks to lifetime members, Rick and Erika Miller, we have a special addition to this year’s 
tour! The 1952 Chris Craft, which was owned by the Halvorson family when they lived on the 
Jantzen Island Estate, will be in the tour lineup. Premium tickets to ride in this beautifully restored 
wooden boat will be available at $100 per person and are not eligible for the member discount; 
standard admission is $75. A portion of each ticket is a tax-deductible, charitable donation. This 
annual tour is our non-profit’s largest fundraiser and 100 percent of the proceeds are dedicated to 
our mission.
   Tickets will go on sale to Society members in August, one week before they are made available to 
the general public. Seats are limited so don’t delay. We wouldn’t want you to miss the boat! 

5th Annual Classic Houses 
 & History Boat Tour

4th of July Parade
   Once again the Society’s crowd-pleaser and 
official mascot, the 1958 Nash Metropolitan 
"Smiley," will “star” in the City of Lake 
Oswego’s Star Spangled Parade. Members 
and their guests are invited to join in the fun! 
   Gather at Lake Garden Court, off Iron 
Mountain Boulevard, prior to the 10:00 am 
parade start. The route will take us from 
Lake Garden Court to Iron Mountain Blvd and 
then from Chandler to Tenth Street and onto 
A Avenue. The parade concludes at 
Millennium Plaza Park. The Society will supply 
individually wrapped candies to toss to the 
spectators. 


