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The Society has collected an amazing array of footage from the community and
the Oregon Historical Society for our film project. The Reel Lake Oswego will offer
never-before-seen glimpses of our
past ranging from a clown diver on
Oswego Lake in the 1930s to sky
divers floating to earth for the
Boones Ferry Day Celebration in
the 1960s!
With these images, we are creating
a lasting legacy for the community.
The film will be professionally
produced by Kate McMahon
Productions. To our knowledge, no
other community of our size has
gathered historic film footage for
such a purpose.
The Society was awarded a $4,000
grant from the Clackamas County
Community Partnership Program
which funds about half the cost of
production. In our effort to screen
this film for the community
without an admission charge, we
are seeking additional financial
support. Donors to this one-time
project will receive film credits,
program credits, and recognition at
the screenings. We are looking for donors at the $500, $1,000, and $2,500 levels.
Please contact us if you would like your name associated with this legacy project.
The Society has teamed with the Lakewood Center for the Arts to screen the
film in the Headlee Main Stage Theater. A 2:00 pm matinee is scheduled on
Saturday, May 30th and it will be shown again on Sunday June 7th at 7:30 pm.
We hope to see you there!

We see a future in our past.
Quote of the Quarter: “Americans care about their past, but for short term gain they
ignore it and tear down everything that matters.” — Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

1

HISTORY QUARTERLY April 1, 2015

New Gift Shop Items!

Did you know there was once a Lake Dunthorpe? It’s identified on this 1930s Ladd Estate Company
map of Oswego and Lake Grove. The Society has reproduced it on canvas with a trompe l’oeil mat so
it’s ready for an off-the-shelf 20” x 16” frame. The maps sell for $20 each; add $5 if shipping is
required. The original map is in the collection of the Lake Oswego Public Library.
Did you know that a picnic played a pivotal role in the residential development of Lake Oswego? The
Society has created a set of eight blank notecards, each featuring a different picnic scene from photos
in the Lake Oswego Public Library’s collection. The 6” x 4” cards come with matching envelopes. The
importance of the 1910 picnic is explained on the back of each card. The boxed set of eight cards is
$12; shipping is an additional $3. Two of the set are shown below. All of our items may be purchased
on the Shop page of our website and 100% of the proceeds are dedicated to supporting the Society.
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Our Award Winning President!
Stay in Touch!
Website:
lakeoswegopreservation
society.org

Mail:
PO Box 502
Marylhurst, OR
97036

Email:
4lohistory@lakeoswego
preservationsociety.org

Telephone:
503.481.2479

Social Media:
If you use social media,
we invite you to like
the Lake Oswego
Preservation Society’s
Facebook page. It’s a
great way to show your
support and to see
up-to-the-minute
announcements of our
preservation updates
and events.
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We are proud to announce that a very special honor has been awarded to our
president, Marylou Colver, by the Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR). This honor, the Historic Preservation Recognition Award, as
described on the DAR website,
“recognizes and honors an individual or group that has done recent
remarkable volunteer work at the community level. The award
recognizes achievements in all areas of historic preservation:
buildings, landmarks, monuments, cemeteries, historic districts,
statues, museum collections, manuscripts, documents, and archival
materials. It also includes writing or compiling and publishing books
on historic preservation projects, historical properties, genealogical
and court house records, and photography collections; as well as
compiling oral histories; and serving as historical guides, interpreters
or docents.”
Cherill Vencill, Regent of the DAR’s Tualatin-Lake Oswego Chapter,
submitted the nomination, which was approved by the national organization.
The award ceremony will be held on May 4th at the DAR’s Robert Newell
House Museum, near the Champoeg State Heritage Area.

Return of an 1894 Wedding Suit
The Society is pleased to have
played a part in the return of an
1894 wedding suit to Lake Oswego.
We received a call from a Seattle
woman who wanted to donate the
outfit and hat that once belonged
to Metta Frances Kruse. Metta
made the suit for her marriage to
John William “JW” Stone in 1894.
We felt that an item this special
should really belong to the
community. Instead of accepting
this donation on behalf of the
Society, we spoke with Lake
Oswego Public Library Director,
Bill Baars, and the library agreed
to accept it. This is another
example of how our library is
doing an excellent job of fulfilling
the part of their mission which
states: “The library also strives to
provide a collection of and access
to local history resources.”

A portrait of Metta France Kruse in the collection
of the Lake Oswego Public Library.
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Advocacy Update
Carman House - Oregon Supreme Court Petition
Heart-breaking reversals have followed on the heels of favorable land use decisions in the vicissitudes of the
recent fate of the Carman House. The Society has won twice and lost twice, but, so far, not in the right order.
The City of Lake Oswego’s Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) meeting in August 2013 was the first
hearing in what has turned into a prolonged legal effort to save the city’s oldest house and one of a dwindling
number of territorial era houses in Oregon.
In the midst of the HRAB hearing process, after staff issued a recommendation against delisting, the
applicant switched from city code to a state statute as the delisting criteria, a move which was unprecedented
in Lake Oswego land use. Although the Society’s
attorney argued that this should have triggered
application for a new land use case, this did not happen.
Based on the new criteria, Oregon statute, ORS
197.772, which is commonly referred to as the “owner
consent law,” the HRAB members decided unanimously
that the property did not warrant delisting.
In December 2013, the applicant appealed this decision
to the Lake Oswego City Council. By a single vote of
4-3, the council decided in favor of removing the the
historic designation of the 1855 Carman House to clear
the way for subsequent demolition and development.
The applicants intent on demolishing this home are
interestingly descendants of Waters Carman, the pioneer
who built the home in 1855.
The Carman House.

The Society filed an appeal of this decision with Oregon’s
Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA). LUBA’s ruling in Lake
Oswego Preservation Society v. City of Lake Oswego was in the Society’s favor and it, for the time being, saved Lake
Oswego’s oldest house from demolition.
LUBA’s opinion was appealed, in turn, to Oregon’s Court of Appeals. The Court, using the same criteria and
legislative history on which LUBA based their opinion, reversed their decision and possibly opened the door
to wholesale delisting of historic properties designated in Oregon prior to the 1995 adoption of the owner
consent law. This interpretation is in direct conflict with Oregon’s Statewide Planning Goal 5 which mandates
protection of historic resources.
The Society has filed a petition for an Oregon State Supreme Court’s review of the Court of Appeal’s
opinion. Restore Oregon and the Architectural Heritage Center have jointly filed an amicus curiae or Friend of
the Court petition, in support of our efforts. We are hopeful that the Supreme Court will review this case
based on the statewide impact and the public interest in this issue.
With the invaluable assistance of Dan Kearns of Reeve & Kearns, the Society’s initial efforts have extended
far beyond saving Lake Oswego’s oldest house. We are now fighting to save potentially thousands of our
state’s cultural resources, in keeping with Statewide Planning Goal 5, for the education and enrichment of all
Oregonians.
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