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A wintery scene of the iconic 1866 Oswego Iron Furnace is the subject of the
Society’s third poster in the four-season series. Famed Northwest artist, Paul A.
Lanquist, was commissioned to create this image for the Society. All proceeds
from the poster sales are
earmarked for a special
preservation fund.
Lake Oswego is fortunate to
have this unique vestige of our
heritage. The furnace was the first
one built on the west coast and it
is the only surviving stone furnace
west of the Rocky Mountains.
During the last century and a
half, there have been many
proposals that either threatened
the furnace itself or its historic
integrity. One proposal was to use
it as a base for a bronze statue of
Oregon’s 19th century poet
laureate, Samuel L. Simpson or
for a statue of the Hudson Bay
Company’s Dr. John McLoughlin.
There was a one-time attempt to
dismantle it using dynamite as well
as talk of spraying the interior
with gunite, a form of concrete.
The furnace was also the focus
of well-meaning preservation
efforts. In 1965, members of the
Lake Oswego Junior Historical Society raised $66.43 towards saving the
structure.
The 12-color giclée 18” x 24” print is $25; add $10 if you’d like it shipped.
Please visit our Shop page for ordering information.

We see a future in our past.
Quote of the Quarter: "We may talk of saving antique linens, species, or languages; but whatever we are
intent on saving, when a restoration succeeds, we rescue ourselves.” — Howard Mansfield
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New Additions to the Collection

Left: A 1934 second
annual Water Carnival
program.
Right: An official 1956
Oswego Water Show
program. Dog and horse
races were no longer a
part of the show.

Dog and Horse Racing,
Oswego-Style*
In 1933 riders entered a race across the
lake on horseback as part of the Lake
Oswego Water Carnival. An article in the
Los Angeles Times called this event an
“equine regatta.” Herbert Kruse, of the
Kruse farming family, entered an unlikely
pick, his plow horse named “Old
Dobbins.” Herbert Kruse recalled, “I
knew I had tough competition in this race
with a big draft horse that weighed
sixteen hundred pounds against a light
race horse. I didn’t feed my horse the day
before because I knew that feeding a
horse and filling him up with hay and
grain would put pressure on his lungs.
Being able to get his breath all the way
across was a very important thing.
Nothing takes your breath faster than
swimming. And another thing is, I lined
up a tree across the opposite side of the
lake that would go in a straight line
instead of in a curve.” The other strategy
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he used was to encourage his horse
verbally, instead of whipping him.
Herbert Kruse and his horse won the
race by approximately fifty feet.
On September 3, 1935 The Oregonian
reported on a three-day Oswego event,
the Aqua Show. Herbert Kruse won the
horse race again with several thousand
spectators on their feet in the grandstand
to witness the close finish. Herbert Kruse
won by only half a length.
A dog race was also staged as part of
the Aqua Show festivities. Dogs in the
race were taken to the center of the lake
and dropped overboard. Their owners
stood on the shore and called to their
dogs to encourage them in the race to
shore. Idella Moore of Oswego and her
dog Spider were triumphant. It is
assumed that Spider used the dog paddle
to swim to victory.
* This article is excerpted from Lake Oswego
Vignettes by Marylou Colver published in 2012 by
The History Press of Charleston, South Carolina.
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Stay in Touch!
Website:
lakeoswegopreserva
tionsociety.org

Mail:
PO Box 502
Marylhurst, OR
97036

Email:
4lohistory@lakeoswego
preservationsociety
.org

Telephone:
503.481.2479

Social Media:
If you use social
media, we invite you
to like the Lake
Oswego Preservation
Society’s Facebook
page. It’s a great way
to show your support
and to see up-to-theminute
announcements of
our preservation
updates and events.
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Is Lake Oswego Ready for
its Closeup?
You could see our town, as it once was, on the big screen! The Society
was awarded a $4,000 Clackamas County Community Partnership
Program grant to help fund our vintage film project. We are also very
pleased to announce that the
Oregon Historical Society
has generously contributed
Lake Oswego footage from
their collection.
The success of this project
also depends on
contributions from the
community. We have
received some incredible film
so far, ranging from 1924
footage on Oswego Lake to
sledding at the Oswego Lake
Country Club in the 1940s
to the Lake Grove 4th of
July fireworks explosion in
1978. We are seeking
additional home movies of
community events, the town
or the lake to make this
compilation of our visual
history even more
compelling.
In return for the
permission to use the film,
the Society will pay to
transfer film to DVD and return the original and a DVD copy to the donor.
All of the transfers are done locally, so there’s no danger of loss or damage
in transit. All contributors will receive film credits as well as recognition at
the event.
If you have film to share, please contact the Society at: 503-481-2479 or
4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org. If you know someone who
might have a contribution, please pass along this request.
The screening is slated for May 2015 at the Lake Theater and Cafe, an
historic theater building designed by architect Richard Sundeleaf.
In partnership with the Lake Oswego Public Library, the Society will be
asking attendees to bring vintage photographs to be scanned for the
library’s collection and there will be sign ups for those interested in
participating in the library’s oral history project. By enriching the library’s
collection, we enrich our community.
We hope you, or someone you know, will help the Society compile this
unique glimpse of our “reel” history for all to enjoy!
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Advocacy Updates
Carman House Status
The Society appealed the Lake Oswego City Council’s 4-3 vote to remove the the historic designation of the
1855 Carman House to Oregon’s Land Use Board of Appeals. LUBA’s ruling in Lake Oswego Preservation Society
v. City of Lake Oswego saved Lake Oswego’s oldest house from demolition. This opinion was appealed, by the
applicant, to Oregon’s Court of Appeals. The Court heard oral arguments on November 7, 2014. They are
expected to hand down an opinion early in 2015. We will keep members apprised of the outcome of the
Society’s four-year effort to save this house.

A “S.A.N.E.” Approach to Demolitions
Out of over 15,000 homes in Lake Oswego, only 43
are protected; these are the historic homes on the
Landmark Designation List. Any of the remaining
14,957 homes can be demolished. As it’s often said, trees
in Lake Oswego have more protection than houses.
In the last 12 months, a demolition permit has been
issued every 8 days at a cost of $95 plus $320 for erosion
control. But what is the cost to our history, our
neighborhoods, the environment, our sense of place,
and our local economy?
It can take a few hours for a backhoe to destroy the
decades-old fabric of our neighborhoods. Without a sign
posted, a notice to neighbors, or photo documentation
The recently demolished circa 1906 Goodall
of these buildings, they truly disappear without warning
House stood on Knaus Road. Goodall Road
and
without a trace.
was named after this family.
It’s time for new ideas regarding the demolition of singlefamily residences in Lake Oswego. There are many reasons
why we shouldn’t throw away buildings. We offer the following “S.A.N.E.” approach:
S is for sustainability. Reusing an existing building is our most sustainable choice. It’s ironic that
citizens dutifully recycle cans and bottles while landfills overflow with the rubble of habitable homes.
A is for affordable housing. When we lose our older housing stock we are eliminating affordable
housing. This choice is changing the demographics of our city and making it less diverse.
N is for neighborhood character. The fabric of our neighborhoods is being eroded. The charm
that attracted homebuyers in the first place is being gradually replaced by homes that shout: Anywhere,
USA.
E is for economic development. Rehabilitation of older buildings contributes more, in the long
term, to the local economy than new construction.
Our community is faced with a demolition derby; homes are being bulldozed almost weekly. Once the
decision to demolish a structure is made, our built environment is forever altered by this choice. Let’s
stop the insanity. We urge City Councilors to take a S.A.N.E. approach to the demolition issue.
Note: An extended version of this piece was presented to the Lake Oswego City Council, the Lake Oswego Planning
Commission, and it was published as a Citizen’s View in the Lake Oswego Review.
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