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LAKE

SWEGO

Preservation Society

The Lake
Oswego
Preservation
Society is a
501 (c) (3)
non-profit
corporation
founded in
2011.
Our mission
is to support
Lake
Oswego’s
historic
fabric
through
advocacy
and
education.

The Lake Oswego Preservation Society is pleased to announce the first annual essay
contest. Our goal is to encourage high school students residing in Lake Oswego to recognize
our community’s unique history, to
develop an appreciation of that
history, and to promote the benefits
of historic preservation, including
LAKE
SWEGO
environmental sustainability,
Preservation Society
economics, heritage tourism,
community values, and aesthetics.
Scholarships for the three best
essays have been generously funded
by The Bank of Oswego:1st Place
$500; 2nd Place $250; and 3rd Place
$125.
A panel of five judges: Kent
Studebaker, Mayor of Lake Oswego;
Bridget Smith, Vice President
Marketing & Administration, The
Bank of Oswego; Brian Doyle,
award-winning author; Ricky
Korach, Lake Oswego High School
English teacher (retired); and Bill
Baars, Lake Oswego Public Library
Director, will determine the winners
based on persuasive argument,
Scholarships generously funded by:
Please visit the Essay Contest page at:
www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org for an entry form
originality, level of research, clarity of
and contest guidelines. Due date is May 15, 2013. Scholarships awarded for the three best essays: $500, $250, $125
description, grammar, and spelling.
Many thanks also to the essay contest
Advisory Committee members: Celine Mattersdorf, Bonnie Kroft, and Jack Walsdorf.
Entries are due by Wednesday, May 15, 2013 and winners will be announced on June 5th.
Contest guidelines and an application form may be found on the “Essay Contest” page of the
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Rogers Building at the corner of State Street and A Avenue.designed by Charles W. Ertz in 1928. Photo courtesy of Raymond S. Smith, A.I.A.

Society’s website: www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org

“We see a future in our past.”
Quote of the Quarter: "The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their
own understanding of their history.” George Orwell
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New Additions to the Collection
These are the
only two known
images of
Oswego’s
Improved
Order of Red
Men Kasseah
Tribe No. 39.

Undated photos of the
Red Men Kasseah Tribe
of Oswego.

The Improved Order of Red
Men, founded in 1834 and still in
Fraternal societies such as the
existence, is the oldest, homegrown
Improved Order of Red Men and
fraternal organization in the United
Odd Fellows were common
States. The Kasseah Tribe number
benevolent organizations during
39 operated in Oswego. The Red
Oswego’s early days. They
Men Hall built in 1925, although
particularly filled a role prior to
altered, still stands on east side of
public welfare programs,
Second Street between A and B
widespread insurance coverage,
Avenues. The Red Men were
and trade unions. Their good works unique for adopting Native
included providing relief to
American regalia and rituals. For
members in sickness, covering
instance, their treasurer was called
funeral costs, giving aid to widows, “keeper of wampum.” These
and helping to place orphaned
customs were not considered
children with families.
disrespectful, rather they were

It Takes a Tribe*
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The same
images also
belong to the
Lake Oswego
Public Library’s
historic
photographs
collection and
they are
accessible to all.
http://
www.ci.oswego.
or.us/tools/
library/photos/

meant to pay homage to the Sons
of Liberty who disguised
themselves as Mohawk Indians
during the Boston Tea Party of
1773. Prominent Oswego members
included George Rogers, Carl
Bethke, John Conway, and Albert
Rossiter.
* This article is excerpted from Lake
Oswego Vignettes by Marylou Colver
published in 2012 by The History
Press of Charleston, South
Carolina.
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Connect
With Us!
If you use social
media, please
“like” the Lake
Oswego
Preservation
Society’s
facebook page

https://
www.facebook.c
om/pages/
Lake-OswegoPreservationSociety/
2314448168760
91
and follow us on
Twitter

https://
twitter.com/
LOPSociety
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Advocacy Corner
The Society has joined the Nonprofit Association of Oregon (NAO) and has benefited
from their workshop on advocacy and lobbying. NAO “... supports the advocacy rights
of nonprofits, and believes that they can and should participate in public policy dialogue
that affects their organization, community, and the people they serve. Nonprofits can add
rich perspective to policy debates if they advocate, and advance their missions while
doing so. The National Council of Nonprofits points out: ‘Advocacy is deeply-rooted in
nonprofits’ DNA. From before the time our nation was formed through today, citizens—
recognizing there is power in numbers — have assembled in groups to influence public
policy.”
Advocacy may be the harder part of our mission, but we understand that if we don’t
advocate we’re not doing our job. The Society testifies at public hearings when landmark
properties are threatened, partners with other preservation organizations, writes letters
to the editor, requests funding for preservation at budget hearings, and more. The
Society has also launched an “Advocacy” page on our website:
http://www.lakeoswegohistoryonline.com/lo/Advocacy.html

Save the Date
The second annual “Classic
Houses and History Boat
Tour on Oswego Lake” will
be held on the morning of
September 7, the Saturday
after Labor Day.
A guide on each boat will
convey information about 50
historic homes and sites on
this two-hour tour of Oswego
Lake.
Last year’s event sold out
quickly and there is already an
early notification list for this
year. If you would like to add
your name to the list, please
send an email request,
specifying the desired number
of tickets, to:
4lohistory@lakeoswegopreser
vationsociety.org
Tickets are $75 each and
there will be an opportunity
for Society members to
purchase tickets, at a discount,
before they go on sale to the
general public.

CLASSIC HOUSES

AND HISTORY

BOAT TOUR ON
OSWEGO LAKE

Sponsored by the Lake Oswego Corporation
and Presented by the Lake Oswego Preservation Society
Date

9/7/13

Location

LAKE OSWEGO CORPORATION
DOCKS AT SUNDELEAF PLAZA
120 SOUTH STATE STREET

Tickets

$75.00

Non-refundable

Time

9:30 Introduction
10:00 to 12:00 Guided Boat Tour
To purchase tickets please visit: www.lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org
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Screening of “The Greenest Building”

You are invited to join us on Wednesday, May 15, at 7:00 PM at the Lake Oswego City Hall Council Chambers at
380 A Avenue #3 for a screening of “The Greenest Building.” This award-winning hour-long documentary has
been broadcast on PBS stations across the nation.
Over the next 20 years, Americans will demolish one third of our existing building stock (over 82 billion square
feet) in order to replace seemingly inefficient buildings with energy efficient “green” structures. Is demolition in the
name of sustainability really the best use of natural, social, and economic resources? Or, like the urban renewal
programs of the 1960’s, is this well-intentioned planning with devastating environmental and cultural consequences?
“The Greenest Building,” by producer Jane Turville, presents a compelling overview of the important role
building reuse plays in creating sustainable communities. Narrated by David Ogden Stiers of the hit TV series
M*a*s*h, “The Greenest Building” explores the myth that a “green building” is a new building and demonstrates
how renovation and adaptive reuse of existing structures fully achieves the sustainability movement’s “triple bottom
line” - economic, social, and ecological balance.
Jane Turville, who is also a member of the Society’s Advisory Board, will be on hand following the screening to
talk briefly about the film and to answer questions. This event is co-sponsored by the Lake Oswego Preservation
Society, the City of Lake Oswego Sustainability Advisory Board, and the Historic Resources Advisory Board. Light
refreshments will be served. All are welcome to attend; the event is free and open to the public.

Member Discount Day
The support of our members is critical to the Society and, to show our appreciation, we are hosting a member
discount day on Wednesday, May 8th. A 15% discount will be offered on all of the Society’s merchandise listed on
the “Shop” page of our website except the 2013 “Classic Houses and History” boat tour tickets. Email or phone
requests specifying the items and the quantity must be received on May 8th. The email address is:
4lohistory@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org and the phone number is 503 481-2479. This sale is valid for one day
only. New members who join the Society on or before May 8th are eligible for the discount.
You will receive an email response confirming your order, including the total amount due. The order may be paid
by check, cash, or credit card when the purchases are picked up. Shipping charges are not discounted. We’re sorry
that we cannot offer the discount for orders placed online via PayPal or on purchases made from the store at City
Hall, at Nicoletta’s Table, New Seasons, or any other retail outlets. All of the Society’s products relate to and all sales
benefit our mission of supporting Lake Oswego’s historic fabric through advocacy and education.
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