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ARCHITECTURALLY SIGNIFICANT
Charles W. Ertz House
1650 North Shore
Lakeview Summit Neighborhood
The Ertz house was one of only 17 properties in Lake Oswego, as of May 2008, to merit inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places. This stunning 4,600 square-foot Tudor-style home was demolished in 2000. The home was significant as the
personal residence of prominent architect, Charles W. Ertz, reflecting his concept of a romantic country lodge in the English
Tudor style. Constructed in 1928, the house, sitting on the lakefront, at the crest of a promontory between North Shore Road and
Oswego Lake, was one of the outstanding houses of its period and it typified historic Oswego.
This elegant home was responsive to the lake setting and the design incorporated beautiful native stone, wood, and brick. The
facade was faced with clinker brick and the steep roof, covered with hand split shakes, included jerkin head gables and small hiproofed dormers. One of the many outstanding features of the house was the magnificent fireplace chimneystack, the base of which
trimmed with cut basalt. The entry featured a
beautiful door with oak at its exterior face and
gum wood on the interior face; and over the
entrance to the house, shamrocks had been
cut into the wood enframement membersthought to be an allusion to Mrs. Ertz’s Irish
ancestry. The Ertz House cost approximately
$40,000 to construct at a time when most
homes cost less than $1,000.
Charles Ertz was born in California in
1887 and he came to Portland in 1903. He
was educated in public schools and at the
Oregon Institute of Technology. In his early
career he worked for two prominent Portland
architects, Joseph Jacobberger and Emil
Schacht. He opened his own office in 1911
and he practiced architecture solo and with
various partners in Portland for nearly 40
years. In 1935 he moved to Beverly Hills and
opened an office in which he practiced well
into the 1970s. The Portland office continued
to operate under the management of various
partners. Ertz died in 1979 in Beverly Hills.
Photos of house demolition by Kasey Holwerda
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ARCHITECTURALLY SIGNIFICANT
Sieberts House
16865 Greenbriar Road
Blue Heron Neighborhood

A 1938 newspaper article begins, “A miniature
Timberline Lodge is rising on the Oswego lake
front!” It continues, “Designed along the same
rugged lines and constructed to withstand the
ravishings of time, the home is truly symbolic of
its builder A. G. Siebert.” This Oregon Rustic
style dwelling was built in 1937 and Adolph G.
and Erma Sieberts owned it for more than twenty
years. Adolph, nicknamed “Ade,” was Oregon
State University’s first basketball All American
in 1916. The prominent, local architect Richard
Sundeleaf designed the home. The design
featured natural materials such as rough stone, Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego
unpainted shingles, and irregular horizontal lap siding designed to harmonize with the surrounding landscape.
Richard Wilhelm Sundeleaf was born in Portland in 1900. He attended Sellwood Grade School and Washington High School.
He went on to study architecture at the University of Oregon and earned his degree in 1923. After graduation he worked for a
time as a draftsman for prominent local architect A. E. Doyle. In 1928 he opened his own office and practiced architecture in
Portland for more than 60 years. He designed many of Oswego’s most prominent buildings. Sundeleaf designed both residential and
industrial buildings, including the corporate headquarters for the Oregon Portland Cement Company and the Jantzen Knitting
Co. Sundeleaf died at his home in Lake Oswego in 1987. His granddaughter, Hilary Mackenzie, is a Portland architect.

ARCHITECTURALLY
SIGNIFICANT
Coleman House
1895 Palisades Terrace
Palisades Neighborhood

LANDMARKS

Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego

The Coleman House was designed
for Harry S. Coleman and his
wife, Fransetta, by noted architect,
Richard Sundeleaf.
Built in
1939, it was one of only a few
Mediterranean style houses from
this era. The Pan-American Exhibit
held in San Diego in 1918 helped
to popularize this style. George
Wolff, a Portland architect with
the firm Wolff-Zimmer, purchased
the property in 1943. Wolff helped
build shipyards in Vancouver and
at Swan Island during World War
II. He also designed Vanport City,
Oregon, a wartime city for 42,000
that was erected in 200 days. It was
the nation’s largest single wartime
housing project.

Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego
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ARCHITECTURALLY SIGNIFICANT
Thiele House
940 Lake Shore Road
Lakewood Neighborhood
The Thiele House was one of the few local examples of the Mediterranean style. It was situated
on Oswego Lake’s north shore. The 5,000-square-foot white stucco home, believed to be
designed by the Portland architectural firm of Barrett & Logan, was constructed circa 1940
in the Lakewood neighborhood. Barrett & Logan designed mostly commercial buildings. The
firm took on the commission of designing the Thiele residence because they had also designed
the landmark Henry Thiele restaurant at N.W. 23rd and Burnside. The Henry and Margaret
Courtesy of The Sunday Oregonian
Thiele home was reflective of its well-known restaurateur owner featuring two full kitchens,
double smoke ovens installed beside the fireplace, and an adjacent curved tea nook.
The house with low-pitched gable and hip roofs clad with a red clay tile featured a polygonal tower. Also included were arched
multi-light doorways opening to a lake-side patio, glass-faced loggias and ornamental wrought iron. An interior double stairway
led to sweeping views of the lake.The expansive gardens included a Japanese garden and featured rock work of Italian master
craftsmen.
Robert Emmet Barrett was a well-known architect of the 1930s and 1940s. He was born in Portland in 1890 and he graduated
from Lincoln High School in 1907. He had no formal education in architecture but he worked as a draftsman for Portland
architect Edgar M. Lazarus. Barrett became licensed as an architect in Oregon in 1919 under the grandfather clause when state
registration of architects was begun. In 1932 he opened a partnership with Thayne Logan and they practiced as Barrett & Logan
until 1950. Barrett died in San Diego in 1953.
Thayne Johnstone Logan was born in Missouri in 1900. He moved to Portland as a young boy. He studied architectural
drafting at Benson Polytechnic School. After graduation, Logan was employed as a draftsman in various architectural firms.
During World War I he worked for the Northwest Steel Co. and he met Robert Barrett, his future partner, while working in the
shipyards. Logan started working for Barrett in 1927 and in 1932 they formed the Barrett & Logan practice. After Barrett’s death
in 1953 Logan continued the practice with John Murtaugh until Logan’s retirement in 1966. In addition to being an architect,
he was a painter and an art critic. Logan studied art under Clyde Leon Keller and Sidney Bell. He was a member of the Oregon
Society of Artists. Thayne Logan died in Portland in 1991.
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ARCHITECTURALLY SIGNIFICANT
Shaw House
12800 Goodall Road
Forest Highlands
Currently slated for demolition, the Laurence Shaw house designed by John Yeon was one of the
architect’s last, and possibly finest, residences. This house was built in 1950 for Shaw, who was
President of the Modoc Lumber Company, and his wife Dorothy. It was heralded in a 1953 issue of
“House Beautiful” magazine. Although now extensively altered, its original design was typical of
the Northwest regional style that was pioneered by Yeon and his contemporary, Pietro Belluschi. It
was classically proportioned and elegantly detailed inside and out by the architect. The design was
influenced by Yeon’s fascination with French, Persian, and Japanese pavilions. The eight-acre site
with a small tree grove was demanding because of the relative smallness of the structure and the
vastness of the space. Yeon solved this problem, according to Richard Ritz in his book Architects of
Oregon, “…by thrusting a stone-faced plinth forward of the trees and having the elegant pavilion
bridge from the open space to the closed space behind the house.” Yeon, it is said, loved this house.
The Shaw house is also featured in the book, Classic Houses of Portland, Oregon 1850-1950 by
William J. Hawkins, III and William F. Willingham.
John Yeon was born in Portland in 1910. He attended Stanford University for one semester
only. Although he never became a licensed architect, Yeon influenced the country’s thinking about
art, architecture, and the environment. At age 21, he was appointed by Governor Julius Meier to
Oregon’s first State Park Commission and a few years later, was appointed chair of the Columbia
Gorge Committee of the National Resources Board, established to preserve the Columbia River
Gorge. Yeon was also actively involved in the creation of Olympic National Park in Washington
State. The inclusion of Yeon’s Watzek house in a 1944 publication by the New York Museum
of Modern Art heralded the Northwest regional style movement. Yeon was 26 years old when
he designed this house. Yeon’s designs encompassed whole landscapes, gardens, buildings, and
interiors even down to the tables and chairs. From an early age, he was committed to preserving
Oregon’s landscape. He spent his life championing civic planning, creating and enhancing parks
and preserves, historic preservation, and building highway and freeways to avoid strip development.
As Randy Gragg wrote, “When Yeon died March 13, 1994 at age 83, Oregon lost one of its most
committed and effective preservationists as well as one of its true visionaries.”

Oregon Historical Society, OrHi 37224

Oregon Historical Society, OrHi 37229

OLD TOWN
1. Henninger House
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140 Furnace Street
The Vernacular style Henninger House was built circa 1900 in Old Town
Oswego, the birthplace of the city. Hattie Henninger was a Sunday school
teacher as well as a charter member of the Oswego Women’s Club in 1906.
Hattie’s sister, Susan, married George Prosser, a prominent Old Town resident.
This house, which had received numerous alterations, was demolished in
2003.

OLD TOWN
2. Horstman House
190 Furnace Street
This was one of the early homes built in Old Town Oswego,
the first neighborhood in the City. It dates from 1908 and it
was designed in a simple Vernacular style often associated
with iron company worker’s cottages. Charles Horstman
was a gate molder and did iron casting sculptor work. He
is buried in the Oswego Pioneer Cemetery next to Arthur
“Red” McVey.

OLD TOWN
3. Pettinger House
350 Furnace Street
George Howard and Elizabeth “Bessie” Pettinger lived on Furnace
Street in a house they built in the early 1900s. Pettinger worked as an
accountant for the Oregon Iron & Steel Company and his wife, Bessie,
was a civic leader. Bessie founded the Oswego Women’s Club in 1906,
an organization dedicated to improving the town. This group helped
to establish a free public library as well as free school lunches. Theresa
Truchot dubbed Bessie Pettinger, “Oswego’s guardian angel.”

OLD TOWN
4. McVey House
144 Leonard Street
Arthur “Red” McVey, a native of England, for whom McVey Avenue is named
was a beloved local figure in Lake Oswego. One of his first jobs in Oswego
was working at the Oregon Iron & Steel Company pipe foundry. He was
a charter member of the Lake Oswego Volunteer Fire Department formed
in 1910 and he served on it until his death in 1960. He was janitor of the
Oswego School from 1912 to 1947. McVey attended city council meetings his
entire lifetime, frequently wrote letters to the “Review,” and he came to be an
Oswego institution, advocating growth, progress, and public education. His
home, built circa 1890, was one of the few remaining Vernacular buildings in
Old Town.

All photos courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego

HIS T ORIC ALLY SIGNIFIC ANT OLD T OWN

As related by Ann Fulton in Iron, Wood, & Water, “Old Town was the pioneer settlement that developed near the river landing
and Albert Durham’s sawmill. The first two iron companies added business streets and worker’s housing. By the time the iron
industry ended in 1894, Old Town expanded its original boundaries to include Front Street (later State Street) south of A Avenue.”
The text continues, “Even without a business district, Old Town remained the center of community life for some time.”
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Courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library

LANDMARKS

OLD TOWN
5. Munro House
307 Durham Street

This modest dwelling was one of the oldest surviving houses in
the Old Town neighborhood. This neighborhood incorporates the
original town site of Oswego. The earliest recorded owner of the
property was the Oregon Iron and Steel Company. They sold the
property to James Munro, one of their employees, in 1903. The iron
industry played an important role in shaping the early history of the
community. It was the largest employer in the area and it constructed
numerous small cottages to house employees. Many of these homes
were located in Old Town.

OLD TOWN
6. Prosser Store and Post Office
Durham Street between Church and Leonard Streets
George Washington Prosser ran a store and post office located on Durham
Street. In 1880 Prosser was elected to the Oregon state legislature and
served two years. He donated the land for the Oswego Pioneer Cemetery
on Stafford Road. Prosser’s parents, Henry and Mary, owned the donation
land claim in the uplands area where iron was discovered. The Oregon
Iron Company purchased this land from the Prossers.
Courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library

OLD TOWN
7. O’Brien House
312 Durham

Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego

This home was built near the turn of the century in Old Town. The style was Vernacular,
which is often associated with iron company worker’s cottages. Dennis O’Brien was an
Irishman who came to Oswego from Connecticut in 1868 by way of Cape Horn. He
worked for the Oregon Iron Company as a charcoal forker and earned $1.50 to $2.00 a
day. O’Brien’s wife, Bridget, added to the family’s income by taking in boarders and their
son, Jerry, worked as a water boy at the furnace in the 1870s for which he was paid 25
cents per day.

OLD TOWN
8. Trullinger House
Northwest corner Durham and Ladd Street
John Corse Trullinger, owner of the Oswego Milling Company, and his wife, Hannah,
built a substantial home in Old Town. An article in an 1867 edition of the The Oregonian
noted, “Mrs. J. C. Trullinger has a fine and costly dwelling nearly completed.” Local
carpenters, Henry Shipley and Lucien Davidson, helped build the house from lumber,
which was shipped around Cape Horn along with the banister and staircase spindles.
This house was moved twice from its original location, first to State Street and then to 111
Leonard Street. It was demolished in the 1990s. In 1866 Trullinger constructed a steamboat
named the “Minnehaha” which operated on Sucker Lake now known as Oswego Lake.
He was also responsible for fi ling the first Oswego town plat with Clackamas County on
January 10, 1867.
Courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library

HIS T ORIC ALLY SIGNIFIC ANT NEW T OWN
(Now know as First Addition)

FIRST ADDITION
MacMillan House
645 Second Street
Captain James H. and Tirzah MacMillan built this
house in the late 1870s. They had purchased the property
from Josiah and Sarah Franklin, pioneers and holders
of the Donation Land Claim that encompassed most of
First Addition. MacMillan fi led a plat in 1867 known
as MacMillan’s Addition. This plat covered the area
bounded by A Avenue on the south, State Street on the
east, Thirteenth on the west, and half-way between C and
D Avenues on the north. The MacMillan House was one
of the oldest buildings in the city.

Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego
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FIRST ADDITION
Evans House
556 Seventh Street
Vernacular in style, the Evans House was
constructed about 1910. Eliza M. Evans, a
widow, lived here with her son, Louis. The
house was located in New Town or First
Addition, as it is known today. This section
was first platted by James MacMillan in
1867 as MacMillan’s Addition. It was one of
the original houses in the area and it had a
walnut orchard and a barn on the property.
Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego
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FIRST ADDITION
Elston House
504 Eighth Street
Title records indicate that this house was purchased
from Oregon Iron and Steel Company by Charles
H. Elston in 1904, but other sources indicate that
there were occupants of the home as early as 1896.
The Elston House was a well-preserved example of
the Vernacular style.

Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego
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FIRST ADDITION
Bickner House
Front Street (now State Street) at B Avenue
In 1909, New Town residents supported
incorporating the town of Oswego. John T.
Bickner, a grocer, served as one of the fi rst city
councilors. The issue that was the catalyst for
incorporation was water service and quality.
Note the wind-powered pump and water tower
in the photo of John and Pearl Bickner’s home.
John’s sister, Mary, a public school teacher was
fondly remembered by her students.

Courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library
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Drawing by William J. Hawkins III

OTHER NEIGHBORHOODS
Tryon House
250 Stampher Road
Birdshill Neighborhood
Socrates Hotchkiss and Frances Tryon, moved from Iowa via California to Oregon with their son, Socrates Hotchkiss Tryon, Jr.
Socrates Tryon Sr., a graduate of Carleton Medical College, was one of the first physicians in Oregon. In 1850 Tryon built this
farmhouse on their Donation Land Claim, overlooking a bend in the Willamette River. This was one of the few extant houses in
Clackamas County dating from the territorial period (1843-1859).
It was built in a very simplified Greek revival style. Many primarily original materials remained including weatherboard
siding, 6/6 paned windows with mutins and much original glass, as well as trim, stone and brick foundations and chimney. The
house, which was included in the book, Classic Houses of Portland Oregon, 1850-1950, was demolished in the 1990s. Tryon’s
original Donation Land Claim at the south end of the canyon is now part of Tryon Creek State Park.
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OTHER NEIGHBORHOODS
Alber House
876 North Shore Road
Lakewood Neighborhood
This house was built in 1934 for N. Ray Alber, and
his wife, Mayme. Alber was a Portland attorney and,
from 1935 to 1937, he served as a state legislator. The
Alber House was a fine example of the Oregon Rustic
Style also known as the National Parks style. This style
was popularized by the lavish summer retreats built
in the Adirondack Mountains in New York State for
wealthy families such as the Vanderbilts. This home
was constructed at the height of the style’s popularity.
It featured a massive uncoursed stone chimney, an
entrance porch of heavy timber posts, unpainted
shingle siding, and a bell cast gable roof.
Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego
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OTHER NEIGHBORHOODS
Morey House
2145 Glenmorrie Lane
Glenmorrie Neighborhood
This property was associated with the development of Glenmorrie. It was the original site of the Parker Farnsworth Morey estate.
In 1883 Morey organized the United States Electric Lighting & Power Company, and later merged it into the Willamette Falls
Electric Company, and still later into the Portland General Electric Company, which owns all the waterpower of the Willamette
Falls. Morey served as President of the latter. Fred Morey, Parker’s son, built another house on the land in 1914 after the original
house was destroyed by fire in 1913. P. F. Morey and his wife, Clara, created Glenmorrie, their country estate surrounded by
extensive gardens. After his father’s death, Fred Morey formed the Glenmorrie Corporation to develop the estate, but he had
carefully retained the 1914 house and grounds.
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OTHER NEIGHBORHOODS
Irving House
12801 Boones Ferry Road
Mountain Park Neighborhood
In 1970 Mary Goodall, a civic leader, organized citizens in an effort
to save the Irving House. Built in 1877 on the 190 acres Robert James
Irving and his wife, Mary, acquired as their country estate, it was one
of the few examples of the carpenter Gothic style in the state. In 1970,
John McMillan of The Oregon Historical Society said, “There is only
one other home in Oregon comparable to the Irving home.” Irving made
his fortune as a soap manufacturer. He was the first person in the area to
own a car. It was a chauffer-driven Lozier, the most expensive car built in
America at the time. In 1894, after a downturn in his fortunes, Irving sold
his land holdings in the west hills to Henry and Georgiana Pittock and in
1914 they spent $100,000 to build a mansion on the acreage.
Much effort was expended to save the Irving House, but in the end the
Mountain Park shopping center took its place. The group that was formed
to try to save this architectural treasure has survived and is now known as
the Oswego Heritage Council.

All photos courtesy of Laurie Washburn

SAVED

Photos courtesy of the Oswego Heritage Council

Courtesy of Roberta Pierce

PRESERVATION SUCCESS STORIES
Murphy Company Building
398 Tenth Street
Country Club-North Shore Neighborhood
Noted architect Charles Ertz designed this Colonial Revival style building. It was constructed
in 1920 by Paul Murphy to house the office of the Ladd Estate Company real estate business.
Murphy was among the first residential developers in Oswego. The building is located near
the path of the old mine trail that carried iron ore from the mines on Iron Mountain to the
smelter near present-day George Rogers Park. In 1999 the property was on the market and,
thanks to the vision and leadership of Bill Headlee, the Oswego Heritage Council members
were able to purchase the property and preserve it as the organization’s headquarters. The
Oswego Heritage Council is the largest historical society in Clackamas County

SAVED

PRESERVATION SUCCESS STORIES
Trueblood House
16540 Pacific Highway
Glenmorrie Neighborhood

Courtesy of the City of Lake Oswego

This 1917 Colonial Revival style dwelling originally
served as the carriage house for a large Victorian
residence overlooking the Willamette River. Samuel
Owen converted the carriage house to a home when his
daughter, Angie, married Harrison Woody Trueblood.
They lived in a tent on the property until the house
was finished. The Owen family was the first to build in
Glenmorrie after Fred Morey divided and began to sell
portions of his father’s estate in 1910. In 2005 this house
was the subject of a dedicated preservation effort led by
the City’s Historic Resources Advisory Board members
and the house is currently undergoing restoration.

PRESERVATION SUCCESS STORIES
Iron Company Worker’s Cottage
40 Wilbur Street
Old Town Neighborhood
This dwelling is significant because the iron company built it
in the 1880s to house employees. The iron industry played an
important role in shaping the early history of the community
and was the largest employer in the area for many years.
During its operation it constructed numerous small cottages to
house its employees. They were built in the Vernacular style
which typically includes a one-story, rectangular plan with
moderately pitched gable roof, central chimney, and little or no
decorative details. Siding is horizontal shiplap with rake and
corner boards. Fenestration is typically long, narrow, doublehung sash. All of these cottages are believed to have been in
the Old Town neighborhood. The 40 Wilbur Street example
is one of the few known surviving dwellings built by the iron
company. Another worker’s house stood next door at 54 Wilbur
until it was demolished in 2005. The city is in the process of
restoring the cottage and nominating it to the National Register
of Historic Places.

Photo by Corinna Campbell-Sack

SAVED

Photo by Susanna Campbell Kuo

PRESERVATION SUCCESS STORIES
Worthington House
885 McVey
Hallinan Neighborhood
This is among the 16 extant properties in Lake Oswego listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. James K. Polk Worthington was
a Civil War veteran and a collier who traveled to Oregon with five of
his siblings and their spouses to work for the Oswego Iron Company
in 1881. They traveled west on an immigrant train from the Hanging
Rock Iron Region in southern Ohio. Worthington also worked as a
carpenter and operated a hotel in Old Town. Worthington and his
wife, Ella, built the house circa 1882 in the area known as South
Town. The dwelling is distinctive for having one of the few double
verandas in the city. The low pitch of the roof and the cross plan are
also unusual. This house was in danger of being demolished, but it
was recently purchased and the new owners intend to restore it.

Photo by Susanna Campbell Kuo

TAKE ACTION

Each landmark we lose severs a connection to our
community’s history forever.
Photo by Corinna Campbell-Sack

JOIN

READ

Oswego Heritage Council

Ann Fulton’s Iron, Wood & Water

Architectural Heritage Center
National Trust for Historic Preservation

Mary Goodall’s Oregon’s Iron Dream
Theresa Truchot’s Charcoal Wagon Boy

Oregon Historical Society

Lake Oswego Public Library’s
In Their Own Words

PRESERVE
If your home is significant to Lake Oswego’s
history or architect-designed and over 50 years
old:
• Open your home for the Lake Oswego Historic
Home Tour
• Add your home to the Lake Oswego Landmark
Designation List
• Nominate your home to the National Register of
Historic Places
• Vote on measures that protect your
community’s history

A D V O C AT E
Each one of us can make a difference.
• Attend your neighborhood association
meetings
• Speak out at public forums
• Write letters to the editor

